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Introduction: The gender differentials are potentially
important source of inequity in TH comtrol. With equal
population distnbution between sexes m SAARC mem-
ber countries, the low detection of female TH cases re-
mams a troubling public health 1ssue demandmg wr-
gently focused study i this region.

Objective: To assess the gender differences m T sus-
pecis, TB case detection and treamment outcome under
Mational TE Control Frogrammes of 5AARC meamber
countries.

Methods: This is cross secoonal, record based netro-
spective study. Using a uniform format, sex specafic
data were collected under the -ulzguri:s- of TB case
detection, TH suspects and treatment ootcomes re-
corded during the last 2 quarters of 2004 from ran-
d.-u'n]:r selected five TB treatment centers from each
SAARC country.

Resulis: Malefemale ratio of more than one was ob-
served among the TB suspects and also in TE case de-
tectrom in all the countries except in Pakistan. Male
are more affected as NEW smear posigve and smear
negative PTH than female whereas in new extra pul-
momary TB female are more affected than male. Gen-
der distnbution among cored and treatment failore
found tobe similar in both sexes where a5 in relanon o
defaulter and died male are more affected than female.
Conclusion: The SAARC region being one of the most
gender sensitive regions in the world, existing gender
inequalrties may reflect gender differences in TR epr-
demiology. The results of this study support to derive
testable hypotheses such as; gender differences in sus-
ceptibility to TBinfecton and treamment cutcomes. This
reflects there might be presence of gender differential
in health seeking behaviors and medical care at the
health care units in all member states of SAARC. Fur-
ther studies are needed to examime those hypotheses.
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Background: Households m high HIV prevalence set-
tings are often coping with HIV alongside other forms
of adversity—mcluding food insecunity and escalating
tuberculosis incidence. In both Zambda and Western
Cape (Sooth Africal, TB and HIV prevalence are high
Jl'ld many hﬂusﬂhld‘ are Fm inﬂum

Objective: This 18 month anthropological RENEWAL
study comipares the converging im pact of food msecu-

rity, TR and HIW/AIDS on households i rural Zam-
bia and peri-urban South Africa.

Methods: Participant observation in two field sites
(Pemba, Mbekweni). Case studies of 16 TB and 16
non-TH households over 8% months wsing nmelmes,
seasonal calendars, matrix ranking and sconing, well-
being ranking and scoring, observanion, and semi-

interviews.

Prediminary Findings: In both countries, TB patients
put addibonal demands on howsshalds for *specal’
foods. The most strikmg difference between countries
15 the possibility in South Afrca for people Eving with
HIWAIDS and TR patients to access welfare grants
and food aid from government and MGOs that help
them cope. In Zambia, access to external welfare =
maore mited and strateges to cope mclude moving
children out of school, movmg children to other hoose-
holds, borrowing money, selling livestock, working
for wealthier households or missing a meal. In both
countries, most |B patients are living wath HIV and
access to ARVYs s more lengthy and costly in rural
Lambia.

Condusion: TR tips households into desper poverty
-n'l tl'ﬂ ibﬂ'l:ﬂ ﬂ‘ Em‘ﬂﬂ] wﬂH:ll'ﬂ Jl'd. il.'l 1']1E 'w'.lh
context of food insecurity and high HIV prevalence.
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An understandmg of the soaneconomic and cultural
realities of persons infected with tuberculosis (TB) &
Hmportant in sethng programme strategies because they
often come as constraints to the wse of TH services
(DOTH) in Southern Migenia. The study ook place in
24 communities, both wrban and rural, in 12 randomly
selected local government areas in Southern Migeria.
Using in-depth interviews and focus growp dscus-
sion, this study leoked qualimtvely at the barriers w
the wse of DHOTS faclines for prompe diagnoss and
treatment of smear posstive cases in Nigenan commu-
mties. It was found that a rumber of common and in-
terrelated issues underlie thess barners, including per-
ceived causes of the infection and percerved efficacy of
the treasment, which are often influenced by the caus-
ative theories held by the infected persons and ther
relatrves.

‘Ukwaranta (TB} is a very deadly disease and it is
a disease of shame. Mo one wants to be associated
with it

Others mclude percerved costs of following treat-
ment. Faclity staff were noted to have demanded mon-
125 from patients in sprte of the advertised free treat-



